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suspended bell, must be to scare wild ani-
mals from his path, while passing through
dense jungles, he corrected me by saying,
he cared for neither man nor beast; should
it be his fate to meet the latter, the goddess
Mata, who watched over him, would either
conceal him, or metamorphose him into a
similar beast to that he encountered, which
would secure him from injury. This poor
enthusiast had already travelled from the
Deckan, and was about to wander through
dense jungles, and trackless wastes, to visit
the sacred mount.

The miseries this class of devotees un-
dergo, is often terrible. Exposed to cold,
to miasma, to the attacks of beasts of prey,
to disease, in all the forms common to a
tropic clime, friendless and alone, many
doubtless die, in their search for religious
fame. That all are hypocrites is impro-
bable; many, on the contrary, perhaps, are
warm enthusiasts, and the strength of their
superstition, united with a desire for the
distinction, which is originated by a repu-
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